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INTRODUCTION 

Since the last annual general meeting, the Centre has expanded, 
changed, developed - it's difficult to write an annual report 
as each month has been different, has included more activities 
and more problems. However, the main area of anguish has 
remained pretty constant — premises. More about this later. 


*. \ 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

July 1981 

Annual General Meeting 

Helen replaces Brad as part-time co—ordinator 
Summer Playscheme ^ 

August 1981 

Annual Closure 

September- to November 1981 

Getting 80 Sandringham Road together 

October 1981 

Partnership agree to fund a 2nd worker 

November 1981 

Ongoing activities start at 80. 

Half-term playscheme 

December 1981 

Under-fives playscheme 

Christmas party 

January 1982 

Manpower Services CEP echeme approved 

April 1982 

Nina starts working 

May 1982 

Liz Manju and Dee start work (CEP scheme) 

July 1982 

Carol, Annette and Ingrid etart(CEP) 

D of E agree we can spend £93,000 to 
buy and convert 68 Sandringham Road 

Hackney Borough Council, agree that 

112 Greenwood Road be available as 
temporary premises. 




















Manpower Services Community Enterprise Programme 


In January 1982, uie received approval to be the sponsors of this 
programme. Manpower Services fund the wages of 6 full-time workers 
2 for under-fives; 2 for over-fives; an admin/outreach person 
and a supervisor. It also provides some running costs. The 
workers can be employed for one year only and they have to 
have been unemployed for a year previously - it*a a scheme *»o 
reduce the unemployment figures. The workers are supposed to 
receive training, which presumably is to compensate them for the 
low wages they receive. 

. \ 

We hope to find the funding to continue to employ these workers 
at the end of the scheme, but of course, there's no certainty of 
thiSf • 

The scheme also involves a lot of administration and book-keeping 
and certain other constraints. On the other hand, it has 
enabled the Centre to expand and we are committed to trying to 
improve the working conditions of the workers as far as possible. 


UNDER-FIVES 

LIZ; "The under-fives part of th, Dalston Children's Centre is far more than 
just a mothers and toddlers club or a playgroup. It is scuetrftere 
for mothers with children up to five years to go to as often 
as they wish, once a week or every day. The Centre is open 

Monday to' Friday 10am to 2prn and Saturday from IQam to 1pm. ’ie hope that the 
children provides a relaxed atmosphere for the children to play 
in and for the mothers to get to know one another. 

Our average attendance is about 15 children per day and our 

facilities are two rooms with a garden. The children can do 

any number of things - painting, printing, glueing, sticking, and have 

lego, jigsaws, playdough, sand, water and also storias and musical instruments 

We also try to go on outings once a month at least - this year we have gone to 
the seaside which was a cold, windy day but which we all enjoyed. We've 
visited the zoo, gone to the baby-bounce and swimming; we've vsited the 
Indian exhibition, and both the local farm and the hollouay farm. Also 
someone from Dalston Library comes once a fortnight and reads stories to 
the children; also we go to Dalston Library with the children to borrow toys, 

I think that the under-fives is a huge success and look forward to the next yei 


MAN3U: " I really enjoy our sessions with mothers and children - it is so 
nice to see how children play together. It brings together mohers and childn 
from different backgrounds, cultures, problems. It just shows that 
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mothers too need a place .where they can come away from their own environemnt, 
where they are surrounded by constant reminders of household chores. 
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Rosemary uho ia a mother using the Contra dram the picture on the page before. 




go. 


Karen, another uaer ; aaysj « I Hue just dome the road and have 
children. I come to the entre becauaa Keuin gets bored 
at homo, there V no compnay for hi. there durrng the 

u°Uai e yeu d ^an S haue ^cuS^f coffee and a nettar The u^ers are 

!here mould I taka Keuin on a rainy morning when he'a drtuning me beaerk? 

You can't visit your friends every morning. 

Susan haa a 19 months daughter called Lauren. " I atartodcoming here 
last meek. I asm euaryona coming in all the time and a bit about it in 
Ha .L nnv Gazette so I thought I'd come and'SBe what it we3 like. 

I think it's goo here really, it's somewhere for Lauren to go, we haven 
any family in the area so we're Just stuck at home all the time. I Just live 
a few doors away, so it's easy and near for me to come. 

XXXXXXKHXXXXXXXXX«X 


AFTER—SCHOOL CLUB. 

In September Ingrid and Annette will bo running a daily after-school club for 
8Chool-3ge children. Thia programme ia being planned in more detail nou. 

X X X X XX X X XXXX X XX X X X X X X X X K - » 


IlNnFR—FIUES QANCE 

SKtfwis =c.,-=r.!4 »r 

"i“rsss." 2," «- 

tohauaphyaical actiuitiaa that or. auay from traditional boya areaa. 




















SVa^Ted %&£ ?rr^»"“;farp^ y ^oip" 3 

There have been probl^a n.ainl, »lth pre«i=es 

« ^•nST’o floor fbet?" .ndl^roo. loops out onto ' — 

r b8 “ ^ -tintil StSiS Several parente have asha. 

“ c Se“oSr oHUdirfn Saturday^morninga and we dope to 
be able to do that in the autumn. 

X X X X X X X - H - fr 


HMnEft-FH/ES THEATRE 

GLAA gave us a grant to run an under-fives .e^ancTplaygroups came along. 

=JSsSSSi a -Ss-isaf 

3rr-i." ™ SsKSS, - 

of Dudy and Punch is ao violence-orientated that it 

show it» 

Cne shoe was very exciting - TheatreKit'a "In » » «« •—* Th8y bl8 “ UP 
a huge inflatable "brain" that children c0 ; 1 ° a ““ a J; by in and 

ectiuitie^especially'deaigne^fo^children with disabilities 

mirsery^ B the t Huddlestone 1 Centre 1 for t Handicapped n Children f IcXborcugh 
Special School and an ordinary Primary School. 

n AA have now renewed our theatre grant and we shall be P^ting 

SW~^St;««» th-e S 23th, 
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SATURDAY MORNING DROP-IN SESSIONS 


Out of our running costs and the additional money mads 
o.iatinhia hfifora Nina was appointed, we run Saturday morning 






enough sessional workers* 

XXKfrX X- XXXXKXKXK - ** 


OTHER CLASSES FDR SCHOOL-AGE CHILDREN 

Using our running costs and the additional money made available before the 
appointment of Nina, we have run series of classes and courses 
for school-age children. Music, yoga, juggling and acrobatics and 
photogarphy are examples. Again, the problem has bean lack of money 
to amply sessional workers on a long-term basis and lack of premises. 

In September, hopefully we shall be able to incorporate special activities 
of these sorts with the after-school club. 


K X X X X X XXX X » E » XX X X X X rfx *E -E 


GIRLS 1 NIGHT 

bJo financed this series with money made available before the appointment of 
Nina. Women from Lenthall Road worked on the sessions, Becky 


organised them, made a lot of contacts, Lynne drove - thank you Becky and 

* 3 r _ . i i. L 1.1__ J -kU J- ~ frkn nnvf nOOP 


Harriet and Sue and Lynne. T.ey write about the nights on the next page, 
but one point they don’t ention is the fact that we felt It was very I 

important to provide transport home after the sessions, taking into accoun f 
how unsafe the streets are for women of all ages. We used Hackney 
Under-Fives mini bus and only had to pay for petrol and the driver, and yet 
that of couse increased quite dramatically our budget for the^sessions. 
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girlsnights 
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sessions - “^leTh^ lend end do wb.t they -anted end also 
wanted to give them the space » activities ranged from 

the opportunity to do a variety of activist . ^ ^ ^ ^ outings .. g , 

disco-dancing to juggling and sol. de enc . Clissold 

kiteflying in Hampstead Heath and to see a play by young 

Park School. . \ aesaions and some nights there was an 

There was alot of response aa id that they 

% ^ on TVivmiphout the sessions tne youn^ 

attendance of about . was not necessarily the activities 

appreciated the atmosphere. He f h grou p „ a s all 

that ware so important, but the feeling there was because the g P 

“Th^oys would think you were mad if you messed around like this at the 

club.’ - Jeanette. use d gg San dringham 

He had problems with premises a, none were id • checks. He 

goad, St. Harks Church Hall and Centre s you ng women 

r:::* 

rellHcLities. It also didCt " “ 

and it never felt as if i ^ ^ registered with the touch Office as a 

Unfortunately money has ru . September and making 

dub, and we will he applying for sessional hours in September . 

applications for equipment. 


■WXXKXXXttXKKHXKXXXXXXXfl 


r.nURSES F OR UQrcEN- 

-- a. .... non't talk about the needs ot 

We are a Centre for Children. And yet, yo ^ responsible for 

children without thinking about e p to provide space for 

children - which is * forTwhila; and we want to be able 

women to be without th ^ r .^id be difficult for women with 
to provide activities that otherwi cation have financed several courses 

children to get to. H ® ck "®y Joisehold repairs, photography, alternative 
tinmen - woman and health, housBnoxu ’ Som8 0 f these 

h«lth“or womoi self-defence £ ’"tolled. He are unsure 

classes have had to close e “_ c i as8 0 s that women haue said they ueh • 

Why this happens! we only arrange classes^ ^ ^ uery short . si* 

Ska. 80 ™ rou^tsrrfirst couple for aome reaecn, the caurea is almas 
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half-finished and it may not seen uorthuhile to attend. 
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Carol fron the " 

had“fea 0 .i»e “Lis, ocSpunctlre, honeopa^Sy, intuitive massage, 
shiatzu massage, alexander technique, aromotherapy, bachremedies.. 

Central’ to knowlege that it's ouraelvea who do 

2 sre^ r -* *■ 

approach of straight medecine and have relied a lot on our own 
experiences and knowlege about ourselves. 




Anna writes about photography, " The idea for ‘g k C “ t ^£^ r adulte 
IarIn 9 ^or f youn 9 “ 2 hnSren°lnd™ron a ;onversetiona with other wonen who had 
similar feelings. 
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The long-term aim is to have a permanent darkroom as part of a permanent 

S£ i! 

S3?aSStfL5?XeT: ^o C or:iso ld b r u C s h e for spooifiP 

SSS ^bli^To^heTeS 8 ’ “e S 

Uho will take reusability for the darkroom on certain* days, in conjunct 
with open workshops so it will always be accessible to new 
people. 


The present temporary darkroom has been set up at 9a Sandringham Road 
with^thj aid of a grant from Partnership Underspend. So far it has been 
used for playschems, and for bookmaking workshops. Also since 
February, I have be^n running workshops once a week in basic darkroom 
techniques. The workshops have been quite successful with about 15 
women enrolled this term. Some women come occasionally to print 
oarticular pictures they want, others come to build up their 
printing skill. The children are able to use 80 Sandringham Road as 

a creche. " 


We‘d particularly like to help Maureen Taylor from Hackney Adult . 

for all her help; she's been incredibly patient, warm, organised and support! 


of us. 


KXXXKKfrKKXKXXfr ** 


I F5BIAN MOTHERS 


bJe organised a half-day meeting for lesbian mothers and their 
flay. Carol writes, !' We wanted to discuss what we'd like for 


children in 
ourselves 
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end out children. Leebiene face the 

direct and brutal uaya. To be a lesbian attacks. While »e may 

children and tc face contempt as mail as phya^^ ^ ^ our 
ba out with our friends, many o. u f ighb0UP8| with doctors and 

lesbianism at our children as hauo organised a summer 

other professionals. F ° U °“;" 9 * h ° 'f S22’." holiday hems in Wales. 1* 

V£S~ and our children when us 

have premises with more apace for this. 

' XXXXXXXXXXXKXXXXXXXtt* 


plavschcwes 

We ran a playacheme for ^un^ives T^ristmas 

Easter, for a few days at half term 8Ummar . The schemes 

Easter. There will be a ^f^^^^^u.attended and it's clear 
(we call them "playecreams ) are U thank3 t0 Vai for all her 

wa meet a very obvious n00 *:J^ b he biggest problem again is premises - 
help. 1 know it sounds bor *" Q * * Hall, which is very expensive; 

we have to run the schemes f at the end of every day; 

there £ n°o tSffZ S£ f-he 

S2r^tStS!l premises^ill Sellable. 

We«ve tried to make sure that we ““^^^"^f^^ncowag^the girls to 
during the schemes - for example, : nlaye (which is 

be ’’nurses" and the boys "warriors e employ women workers now, so that 

fafe " rther-rra^au^e if ectiuitiee, net lust 

traditional feminine ones. 

We have tried to ensure that Q S of 9 Bchemesrand S we m try y and have*regular meetings 
been involved in the planning ° ^ to i aarn from our experiences; we 

“ ^ ^■St^uT.S ■.oegonlee.'en^ee^hcj^ 

work. 


done. 

t Aurie ^ 

pkwj 
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PRACTICAL DETAILS, 


1. Workers, 

Ue are now 3 workers and we also employ some sessional workers. We|ve grown* 
quickly and we are still sorting out how we all communicate information J 
and work in a supportive, creative way. One of the problems again is pramisd 
the office where Mina, Helen, Dee and Carol work is down the road fpom 
the other workers and this geography emphasises the difference between 
the women who work with children and those who work with typewriters an 
grant application forms. Another problem is that we are funded from 
different sources; we don’t all receive the samB salaries; 

the CEP workers have, for Manpwer Services, to work in a h ie * ar ^ a * • ? 
Another problem is how can you involve sessional workers in decision-making. 

- We-have workers meetings every-Thursdey -afternoon ~ can you expec ■ ,a w <<| 

is paid for only one hour a week to attend a weekly three-hour 
meeting? We have a minutes book and seaaicnalworkers are J" v ited ° I 

the meetings; we’re not sure how else we car, improve the situation, but we at 
talking. We aim to discuss not only organisation, but also the 
politics behind what we do and why. For example, we are uery critics: * ° | 

views that see some mothers as "inadequate" and instead we believe 
the world outside, its values, prejudices, material 
etc that are at fault. We try to integrate our feminist politic. 

with all our work. 

Our area has a high proportion of afro-caribbeen, ® nd f 

residents and we believe it's important that a high P rop ^^°" issues 
our workers are black so that we can be, as a wholo, responsi 
concerning our liv/ss like recism sexism etc# 

2 t Uo^onteBis and placement s 

Thia year, Shone, a full-time student use on placement »ith ue for e^yeer^ _ 
She was doing research into women's needs in the area, She - P 
use responsible for running on under-fivee eeseion a ueek and apenta lot o. 
talking to mothers and other u»Bre of the Centre, u “ y * 1 * 

personal reasons she was unable to complete her year um 

Annette has helped ue regularly on Saturday ""tnings ae part °£ h « d6t _ fiuea 
Duke of Edinburgh's award. Barbara- has started to help 
on Wednesday mornings. 


2 other placements from Hackney College ptoved less successful. It became 
?hat ua are not in a position to be able to supervise students uho need 
a lot of support and who are not used to working independently. 

But we are always pleased when people offer to help - ue x 

to meet them to discuss the aims of tha Centre and to define precisely 
the areas of work we need help with. One area particularly ue need help 
with now is drivers - if anyone id prepared to drive mini-buses with u , 
we’d be pleased to hear from them. 
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Ua and the Community 

Ua are in contact with a lot of other local organisations and volontary 
groups. We'vp received a lot of help and encouragementfrom Hackney 
Under-Fives, ackney Play Association Hackney Community 

Action aru so bn. Ue're also in contact with the local schools and nurseries. 

A lot of very local people use the Centre; we’ve noticed that for certain 
activities, people have come from further afield and we need 
to discuss this matter further - do we only let people in through the door if 
they have a Dalston addres^? 

. t 

V. V 

We know the mothers of the under-fives who use the Centre - ue are les 9 in 
touch with the parents of older children* 'Hopefully this will be remedied when 
Ingrid f Carol and Annette start their club. 

* ! ) J 

Ue want people who uss the Centre to be more involved in the decision-making. Ue 

are drawing up a users procedure so that if a child or a parent is ’ 

dissatisfied about anything, they know exactly who to contact 

about it and how to try and get it sorted out. Meetings are often 

alienating - we nesd to find new ways of including users in 

the decision-making processes, within the framework of our aims. 

In addition to organising activities ourselves, we want the Centre to be used as 
a resource by other groups who fit within bur aims; we’d like to hear 
from groups or individuals who would like our support in doing 
this. 

Premises 




This has been the major area of concern this year. Briefly 

New Islington and Hackney Housing Association let us hav/e a short-life 
licence on 80 Sandringham .Road. We’ve been sharing the property 
with SAHARA which has not bsen without problems. The space was very small; 
we didn’t have hot water; no toilets on our floor; 

the garden was full of rubbish for much of the year, and anyway* there 
wasn’t direct access. Nevertheless it did mean that there was a space for our 
children’s activities. The licence ran out earlier this year; we have been 
persuading New Islington and Hackney to extend it ever since which they have 
done several times - many f many thanks. 

The shop in Sandringham Road offered by Hackney Borough Council as our 
permanent premises proved impossible — works w^re estimated to be very 
costly and the available space would have been too small. 


We therfore decided to look for a property and apply for the money to buy and 
convert it ourselves. We found 68 Sandringham Road* hac 1 it surveyed and plans 
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drawn up and coated, Hackney agreed the money should 
be madeavailable; it had to be cleared with the Department of the 
Environment. They took months and months to decide. 

Bv tune 1982. we were frantic with worry - atill no news 
from the D of E; licence running out at the end of Duly - literally 

nowhere for ue to goo 

took the decision to stop all other non-urgent office work and spend the tl 
campaigning for temporary premises and we all worked incredibly ar on is. 

Hacrknev Borough Council has now offered 112 Greenwood Rood as our 

S Septenbej 

M _ 1 .U- n nf E finally made up their mind9 and agreed to grant us £93,Of 

Meanwhile the D of E finally maae P _ h t - aft ue discovered 

“ a ™ had 1 S?'b 0 »n sold! Us had baen told that os waro not allowed to nog. 
Sr the oursoljas; tho borough valuer oho should have done It had n, 

been informed that the house was on the open market. We are diamay ® d y 
the inefficiency of Council officials on this matter; it a® am ® 1h °* a 
that we can still use the money to but somewhere else, although this stil 

needs confirmation in writing. ^ 

These are the facts - they don’t describe how demoralising it has been 

fnr f-hn workers and users of the Centre# What was the point o 

thinking about what activitias wa wanted to organise whan wo woran t sure 

!^Jtor wa'S be out on the street next month? Tina and time again, wa-ua baa 

MnrUnd bv lack of premises. It's heartbreaking to imagine what the 

Cent^ could haue been doing now if we'd been able to lavish the energy on it 

that has gone into hassling about premises. 

It seams now however that the pressure is off, at leat far a while. We 

ss nrr^k^ir^n rcgrw 

in particular, Marilyn Lowi, Brian Weller and Martin Whitfield. 


Funding £ £££££££££££££-£££££££* 

We have received financial support from the following:- 

Hackney Borough Council . ( 

Hackney Adult Education 

GLC 

GLAA 

Paetnership 

MSC 

Seinsbury's 
Marks and Spencers 


We'd lite to thank them. 


We're applying for charitable status at the moment. 


Running costs will no 
will mean that we will 


doubt increase when we get into our larger building; 
be able to employ fewer sessional workers. 
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We are making further grant applications at the moment - what we need 

more than anything is long-term salary funding; but we also need 

money for books, a washing machine, fridge, drier, tools, nice furniture, 

to V 8 ..-.. 
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CONCLUSION 


1 * 


Ue knou that the Centre helps to meet a great need in the area* 

We have so many ideas about things we*d like to do over the next year* We 

know we u/ill not be able to do all of them; us knou we'll never be able to 

do more than scratch at the surface of all the needs in the area 

especially at a time uhan savage cuts and inflation mean that 
bad housing, lack of childcare provison, a poor health service, 
unemployment etc etc etc put intolerable strains vn most parole who 
live around here* We strongly believe that people should have a say 
in what ie provided for them and that they have a right to a decent life* 

We are a volontary organisation; ue don't want to be providing, at low 
cost, a sop to what peuple really cant and need# 

* , \ 

Over thB next year, our activities are still going to be limited 
by lack of proper premises and lack of proper funding; but in the meantime, 
we are building up a great deal of knowlege, a lot of contacts, a much better i*"' 
understanding of how our Centre will be in the future. 


WORKERS AT THE CENTRE 


Annette Sylvester 
Carol Jones 
Dee Adams 
Elizabet Khan 
Helen Broun 
Ingrid Pollard 
Manju Mukherjee 
Nina Nissan 


MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

Anne Thorne 
’Vad Kress 
Carol Ackroyd 
Jilly Sharpe 
- Sandra Shears 





It would be impossible to list all the people^Sfio have^elped usT and Msrked^^th” 
us this year; ue havB mentioned some during the rest of this report, but would likj 
to thank thorn all,, and the following specially here:- 


Carla, Anne, Susy, Kathy, Hazel, Polly, Carrie, 
Oohn, Folo, Juan, Fish, Khris, Lesley, Elaine 


Barbara, Annette, Lesley, 
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